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authorities had not been set up when he had first
recommended it through General Allenby's Political
officers at the end of 1918, and that matters had
been allowed to drift. He assured me that the
majority of the members of the Mesopotamian Con-
gress consisted of those who had fought by the side
of the British against the common enemy, and that
they were as strongly opposed to the continuance of
misunderstandings between the people of Iraq and
their allies as they were to the resumption of any
understanding or co-operation with the Turks.
What had happened was that the notables of
Baghdad and Mosul, by power of attorney, and a
considerable number of tribal chiefs by letter, had
authorised six persons at Damascus to act in their
name. These six were Feisal himself, Ja'far Pasha,
Naji Beg Suwaidi, Maulud Pasha Mukhlis, Yasin
al Hashimi, and my old friend of the Deraa flying
column Ali Jaudat Beg. It is interesting to see now
that this list contains not only the name of the
future King, but also those of three future Prime
Ministers, and of a future Finance Minister of Iraq,
which shows that the Mesopotamian Congress was
by no means a negligible body. At the same time
it was of course in no sense representative, and it is
not surprising that the British Government re-
pudiated its action.
The effect upon Colonel Wilson of the proceed-
ings in Damascus, and of a reaffirmation of the
Anglo-French declaration by Mr. Lloyd George in
the House of Commons on the 23rd February, was
that he at last realised that the views expressed in
his despatch of the I5th November were not only
unacceptable to the British Government, but also
untenable. Resolutely determined to exclude She-